ARCHITECTURE WITH AGRICULTURE A HEALTHY FUTURE FOR TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. (Agro-Architecture). 

My Comments on Kamla Persad Bissessar’s Facebook Pape Tue/7/July/2020 @9.29am. 

Making all future Residential Projects by Government and private sector have a reserved 10 percent of the land for 

Agriculture, with a consensus by the home owners to grow and share their produce among themselves and for other 

sale. Urban plans must be in the same thrust of bringing agriculture in every floor level and have farmers as part of the 

maintenance team. The world most developed cities are on this path and we cannot be left behind. The areas in 2000 

which Minister Keith Rowley stopped renewing Agricultural Leases and not introduced an alternative agricultural 

direction, is now flooded with all kinds of housing development minus agriculture. That problem can still be rectified 

by a conscious planning authority. The FaceBook Post is below. (donaldberment(S>qmail.com) 1-868-383-6184. 

AGRICULTURAL DIVERSIFICATION TO CREATE JOBS, RE-ESTABLISH OUR FOOD BASKET—VOTE UNC TO 
RESCUE AND REBUILD T&T. 

Good morning, everyone. 

The rains of the past few days have not stopped our dynamic UNC candidates from hitting the campaign trail hard. They 
are visiting every nook and cranny of this land, eager to serve the great people of T&T; and many farmers are telling them 
that they are very worried about losing their crops and livestock (and therefore crucial income) in the dreaded perennial, 
devastating flooding. 

Indeed, for too long, the vital agricultural sector has been woefully neglected by the failed, incompetent Rowley 
Government. Prime Minister Rowley contemptuously said that ‘agriculture will never be commercially viable to the TT 
economy’. 

He consistently reduced funding for the Agriculture Ministry in the past five years. He further NEVER implemented a food 
security policy, even though T&T’s annual food import bill is over $6 Billion. 

As the Covid-19 pandemic shows, our inability to feed ourselves in an age of global lockdowns and a devastating economic 
recession is simply alarming! It can soon put us at serious risk for drastic food shortages. 

Citizens could end up facing a permanent hunger and starvation crisis, like Venezuela under the current Maduro regime, if, 
God forbid, the destructive Rowley regime ever gets back into office. 

The UNC’s National Economic Transformation Master Plan places agriculture as a key pillar of our economic 
diversification strategy, to ensure massive job creation and reestablish T&T’s domestic food security. We will diversify, 
safeguard, expand and modernize the Agricultural sector by: 

* Incorporating the Praedial Larceny Squad into the TTPS, in our first 90 days in office, to protect farmers and fisherfolk 

* Implementing an Agriculture Insurance Protection System to protect farmers from losses incurred through flooding, 
drought, pest and diseases, Praedial larceny, fire and business interruption 

* Creating Agricultural Parks with all necessary infrastructure 

* Focusing on local crops, organic ‘superfoods’ and non-traditional export crops 

* Investing in Research and Development 

* Encouraging innovation in Agricultural practices, processes, technology 

* Commercializing new products. 

* Working with farmers and private sector investors to capitalize on global demand for non-traditional food crops which 
offer lucrative export opportunities, such as hot peppers. 

* Establishing an Agro-Processing Complex, to be created through the lease of 25,000 acres of former Caroni lands to 
registered farmers and private investors. 

The UNC isn’t about talk. We ALWAYS get the job done. 

Now is the time to get T&T working again, for citizens to get jobs and be able to put food on the table. 

Let us, therefore, come TOGETHER on August 10, 2020, and VOTE UNC to restore T&T’s economic stability and 
progress. The country we carry in our hearts is waiting. 

Post by Omardath Maharaj on said post by Kamla Persad Bissessar, above mentioned. 

For years I've argued publicly and repeatedly with the hove that people can appreciate the growing dangers ahead if we 

do not wake lip to reality. . "It re-emphasizes my continuous suggestion that we need to have a serious rethink of 

development policy and planning in agriculture; a sector that has suffered from a history of underinvestment and failed 

policy. In order to systematically reduce our reliance on foreign food products and bolster our own capacity, there must 

be a fundamental shift in the sector ’.v priority, raisins it on the national development agenda which is to be supported by 

an overarchins national policy framework for sustainable agriculture and rural development.... Planning and advancins 


















food and nutrition security is a clear challenge for Trinidad and Tobago. This multi-dimensional issue needs vision and 

leadership." 


Omardath Maharar, PhD. Agricultural Economist 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=2418436401802456&id-l571613746484730 . See details of article noted in 
link above, below 

Omardath Mahara j - Agricultural Economist is (gdjfeeling concerned in Trinidad and Tobago . January 31. 

MEDIA RELEASE: The threat of the Wuhan Coronavirus and T&T’s food import dependency should be of 
major concern! 

31 January 2020: The development and spread of the Wuhan Coronavirus is of international concern with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) declaring the virus a global health emergency on Thursday. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago, 
after its deliberations, also announced travel restrictions effective almost immediately on visitors or citizens arriving in the 
country within 14 days of having departed China. 

According to CNN, at this time, Chinese authorities reported more than 40 deaths, all of them in Hubei, the province at the 
center of the outbreak of which Wuhan is the capital, bringing the total death toll to 213, with almost 10,000 cases confirmed 
worldwide. 

As of Friday, there were more than 9,700 coronavirus cases confirmed in China, authorities reported, an increase of over 
2,000 from the previous day. This surpasses the 2003 severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) outbreak that began in 
southern China, which infected 8,098 people worldwide, killing 774. The National Post is however reporting that more than 
75,000 people could be infected in Wuhan alone. Experts say that since not every Coronavirus case is serious enough to 
need immediate medical attention, some cases could be undercounted in the official tally with rural areas possibly 
underserved. 

The virus has spread to every one of China's 31 provinces, a total population of nearly 1.4 billion people. 

"The main reason for the declaration is not because of what is happening in China, but because of what is happening in 
other countries,” WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on Thursday. "Our greatest concern is the 
potential for the virus to spread to countries with weaker health systems, and which are ill-prepared to deal with it." 
Ghebreyesus, who met this week with Chinese President Xi Jinping, said the WHO "continues to have confidence in China's 
capacity to control the outbreak." 

The WHO defines a public health emergency of international concern as "an extraordinary event" that constitutes a "public 
health risk to other States through the international spread of disease," and "to potentially require a coordinated international 
response." Previous emergencies have included Ebola, Zika and H1N1. 

The decision by the WHO has prompted governments worldwide to upgrade their own response to the virus. However, the 
Post-Cabinet briefing on Thursday afternoon focused on health and immigration aspects of the discourse; it was silent in 
addressing national food and nutrition security. While the Minister of Health assures that we have sufficient medical 
equipment and supplies to deal with the issue locally, Chinese colleagues on the ground in China are saying that there is an 
urgent need for them to actually import N95 protective masks, medical protective clothing, disposable medical protective 
masks, goggles and other materials. 

For import dependent countries like Trinidad and Tobago, international crises especially associated with our major trade 
partners can have deep repercussions on our local economy and people whose livelihoods are undoubtedly interconnected. 

Over the last 5 years (2014-2018), where ITC data is available, China exported almost US$ 360 billion in food and 
agriculture products to the world; food and agriculture product exports represented an annual average of 3.14 per cent of 
total Chinese exports. Of all China’s exports to CARICOM, food and agriculture products constitute an annual average of 
3.21 per cent for the same period or US$ 88 million. Overall, food and agriculture products represent an annual average of 
18.63 per cent of total CARICOM imports or US$ 5.33 billion. 

For Trinidad and Tobago (2014-2018), food and agriculture products represented an annual average of 4.09% of total 
Chinese exports to this country, worth almost US$ 17 million. Total Chinese exports to Trinidad and Tobago were estimated 
to be approximately US$ 348 million in 2018. 

Trinidad and Tobago (2014-2018) total imports averaged US$ 7.65 billion. Food and agriculture products imported are 
estimated to be US$ 959 million annually or 13.2 per cent of total imports. 








More than 20 countries and territories outside of mainland China have confirmed cases of the virus spanning Asia, Europe, 
North America and the Middle East, as the United Kingdom reported its first two cases on Friday. As Wuhan and much of 
Hubei Province remains on lockdown, public transportation has been halted with many factories and businesses temporarily 
closed. While this happens on mainland China, internationally operated and connecting air and sea freight services have 
been suspended. 

Undoubtedly, the integrity of Chinese food and agriculture exports may soon be called into question globally and brought 
under sanitary and phytosanitary scrutiny. 

The possibility of a long quarantine should be of major concern for trade partners, not only for direct business with China 
but with those countries, ports, and freight which are connected via the global trade ecosystem. The developing world also 
relies heavily on Chinese technology and human capacity building in their efforts relating to food production and processing. 

In the circumstances, traditional food exporting countries (our import markets) may revisit their export strategics and 
internal policies towards building reserves and distribution confidence in order to maintain the food and nutrition security 
of their populations. Social media is already buzzing with videos of panic buying, food shortages and price gouging in 
different parts of China. 

It puts Trinidad and Tobago, and other CARICOM members - more than 18 million people, in an awkward and exposed 
position in those dynamics. 

It re-emphasizes my continuous suggestion that we need to have a serious rethink of development policy and planning in 
agriculture; a sector that has suffered from a history of underinvestment and failed policy. In order to systematically reduce 
our reliance on foreign food products and bolster our own capacity, there must be a fundamental shift in the sector’s priority, 
raising it on the national development agenda which is to be supported by an overarching national policy framework for 
sustainable agriculture and rural development. 

My fear is compounded by recent reports of diminished import cover. Reduced foreign revenue and reserves in the face of 
maintaining our import dependence and debt servicing alone is a challenge. The potential for increased food prices globally 
is gaining momentum with restrictions, production and product sourcing, transportation and evolving food safety issues. 
While higher prices may ease elastic demand, we depend on many imported, basic staple food products especially rice, 
fruits, vegetables, dairy products and meats including seafood. Alarmingly, Trinidad and Tobago imported US$ 23.2 million 
in a simple commodity such as garlic in the last 5 years. 

Unfortunately, the discourse in relation to strategies for easing the burden on our import cover pointed to the marketing and 
sale of local agro-food products in supermarket chains alone. 

The issue is national; it is not a matter of outlets for selling local produce but for development, resourcing, strategic planning 
and production. It is the basis for efforts such as our National Fruit Festival, Eat Focal Day, BreadfruitTrees.com initiative 
which was featured by Forbes magazine last December, attracting Sesame Street to feature Tableland pineapples and many 
other public education and awareness activities voluntarily organized over the years by stakeholders and concerned 
advocacy. 

In this context, I would encourage the Honourable Prime Minister to utilize his experts and appointees across Ministries, 
affiliated State Agencies, and other technical and coordinating bodies to urgently move into contingency planning for our 
country especially in the face of this and any other possible disaster to ensure food and nutrition security for our people. 

The luxury of planning may be slipping. 

There are no national lessons learnt since the passing of Tropical Storm Bret and more recent, seemingly annual, flooding 
disasters within the major food-producing areas of this country. The national fishery struggles with its own challenges 
ranging from flood effluent, oil spills, plastic and waste pollution, climate change, and over-fishing to deadly piracy. In the 
event of any unlikely disaster relating to this virus, trade, and the local economy; it would be difficult to maintain trust and 
confidence in the local food systems to provide for our people. 

Planning and advancing food and nutrition security is a clear challenge for Trinidad and Tobago. This multi-dimensional 
issue needs vision and leadership. 

Omardath Maharaj, PhD. Agricultural Economist. 

An Evidence Based Research View shared by:- 

Donald D. Berment, Specialist, HSDS/NGA/DVC (https://www.archive.Org/details/@mavawsec— Upload No 167.) and 
Omardath Maharaj, PhD, 

Agricultural Economist.—Responding to Comments by Mrs. Kamla Persad Bissessar. 




